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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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3. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

Regarding Claim 1 , Tamura discloses a data erasing device for erasing data 
recorded on a magnetic recording medium using a magnetic field generated from 
permanent magnets, comprising: a main body case for housing a magnetic recording 
medium on an upper surface; a magnetic field generating source formed by arranging 
two permanent magnets each having one of north pole and a south pole above a 
ferromagnetic plate so that they have mutually attracting polarities; a first transferring 
member, a second transferring member that can move a magnetic recording medium in 
a direction substantially perpendicular to a movement direction of the magnetic 
generating source on the upper surface of the main body case. Tamura does not 
disclose the first transferring member that can move the magnetic field generating 
source in a predetermined direction inside the main body case. This limitation, in 
combination with the other recited elements, is not disclosed by the Prior Art of record. 

Regarding Claim 12, Tamura discloses a data erasing device for erasing data 
recorded on a magnetic recording medium using a magnetic field generated from 
permanent magnets, comprising: a first magnetic field generating source formed by 
arranging two permanent magnets each having one of a north pole and a south pole 
above a ferromagnetic plate so that they have mutually attracting polarities; a main body 
case in which the magnetic field generating source is internally attached to the 
ferromagnetic plate with the ferromagnetic plate an upper surface side; a path provided 
in the main body case perpendicular to the magnetic field generated by the magnetic 
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field generating source; and a tray that is of a size that, as well as being able to house 
the magnetic recording medium, can reciprocally move within the main body case along 
the path. Tamura does not disclose the path in the main body, having a space capable 
of accommodating the entire magnetic recording medium. This limitation, in 
combination with the other recited elements, is not disclosed by the Prior Art of record. 

Claim 17 recites the limitations of Claim 1 and objected Claim 2, and therefore 
allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucy Thomas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6002. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on 571-272-2800 x36. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,113 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2836 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

LT 

November 14, 2006 



SUPERVISOR : ' "'MINER 




